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Imagine the joy of giving as a family and creating a tradition that 
will last for generations. Establishing a charitable fund at North 
Texas Community Foundation is a great way to start. We’ll help 
by providing expert advice, professional fund management and 
strong connections to local charities. 

Families 
Give Here

Discover the possibilities  |  www.northtexascf.org  |  817.877.0702

Nancy Froman,  
Sue Sumner and  

Stephanie Brentlinger  
at the Fort Worth  
Botanic Gardens

President’s Perspective

PHOTO PROVIDED BY GITTINGS

Welcome to the first issue of The Lariat for our 2023-2024 year! I am overjoyed  
to be serving as the 94th President of the Junior League of Fort Worth and working 
alongside 11 other incredibly talented women who make up the League’s Board of 
Directors. It is an honor and a privilege to lead an organization with such a rich history 
and legacy that is made up of talented, committed, and diverse women. As we move 
closer to our centennial, I am amazed by all that our members have accomplished in  
our community. For 94 years, we have been unwavering in our commitment to our 
Mission – advancing women’s leadership while addressing the needs of the community 
and, in the process, bettering ourselves and our city.

Throughout the year, our Lariat readers will have the opportunity to learn about the 
League’s many initiatives and the various ways in which we are serving our community. 
We will share details of the nine projects receiving both grant funding and volunteer 
support this year, highlighting the incredible accomplishments achieved through these 
partnerships with local non-profit agencies. We will share the story of the Junior League 
of Fort Worth Diaper Bank, which is leading the way in addressing diaper need in 
Tarrant County. You will read about the incredible impact our Provisionals are making 
on Fort Worth ISD campuses through the Junior MINTS program. We will also 
highlight the fundraisers that enable us to provide meaningful and impactful financial 
support to the Fort Worth community. We kicked off our fundraising efforts with 
Christmas in Cowtown Holiday Gift Market, and coming up quickly in January 2024 is 
Grand Entry Gala, where we invite you to dust off your boots and join us as we mark 
the beginning of Rodeo season.

We will also highlight our women: the Provisionals, Actives, and Sustainers that make 
up the nearly 2,000 members of the Junior League of Fort Worth, the eighth largest 
Junior League in the world.

I hope that as you read through the pages of this publication, you will share in the  
pride I feel for the impact the Junior League of Fort Worth has in our community.  
I believe the League will continue to build on a legacy of impacting positive change 
because we welcome all women who value our Mission and strive to further our vision 
for Fort Worth. We will continue to foster an inclusive environment that empowers  
and supports our members as well as the community at large, ensuring that the League’s 
impact on Fort Worth will endure for years to come. 

Joyfully yours,

Robin Greenhaw 
Junior League of Fort Worth 
President, 2023-2024

Mission
The Junior League of Fort Worth, Inc. is 
an organization of women committed 
to promoting voluntarism, developing 
the potential of women, and improving 

communities through the effective 
action and leadership of trained 

volunteers. Its purpose is exclusively 
educational and charitable.

Vision
The Junior League of Fort Worth, Inc. 
will strive to improve our community 

by directing our resources to positively 
impact the well-being of children 

and families by providing a legacy of 
trained volunteers.

Today, the JLFW comprises 
approximately 2,000 members and 
is part of The Association of Junior 

Leagues International, Inc. (AJLI) which 
constitutes one of the largest, most 

effective volunteer organizations in the 
world. For more information, please 

visit www.juniorleaguefw.org.
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Meet the D&I Committee
By Madeline Hunt

THE JUNIOR LEAGUE OF FORT WORTH’S (JLFW) Diversity and Inclusion 
Committee (D&I) is committed to fostering an environment where members of all 
backgrounds, experiences, and identities feel valued, respected, and empowered.  
Committee Chair Glenda Diaz said, “Through collaborative efforts and open dialogue, 
the committee aims to create a community that celebrates differences and leverages 
them as strengths. This year, our committee is looking forward to a year full of growth.”

Committee members are excited for the year ahead. • Glenda works at DFW Airport  
as an Innovation Consultant and Realtor. She hails from California and enjoys running 
with her family. • Tishara “TJ” Shaw, Assistant Chair, co-founded Intentional  
Hearts Counseling & Consulting. She is a native Texan, and lives in Everman with  
her husband, Terrell, and two dogs. She loves all things Marvel related, anime, and 
swimming. • Lindsay Tooker is a stay-at-home mom as well as an Independent 
Fundraising Consultant. She is from Kennedale, and enjoys reading, camping, and 
gaming. • Mya Byrd is an accountant who owns Trinity Tax Services, LLC. Originally 
from St. Louis, she made the move to Texas in 2012 with her two daughters, Demi and 
Madison. She loves to travel and explore different cultures. • Avery Henley was born 
and raised in Fort Worth and works as a Coordinator for Jewel Charity, which raises 
funds for Cook Children’s. She enjoys spending time with family and friends, reading, 
and exercising. • Norma Ramirez, a transfer from Wichita Falls, is the Assistant 
Director of Housing and Residence life at TCU. Last, but certainly not least,  
• Sierra Wells is a military child who was born at Altus Air Force Base. Although she 
was raised in Texas, she says home is wherever her family is. She enjoys going on hikes, 
reading, and collecting and reselling books.

The committee values any thoughts or topic suggestions you may have. You can reach 
out to them at dandi@juniorleaguefw.org.

STATEMENT  
ON DIVERSITY  
AND INCLUSION
The Junior League of  
Fort Worth welcomes all 
women who value our Mission. 
We are committed to inclusive 
environments of diverse 
individuals, organizations,  
and communities.

The Association of Junior 
Leagues International 
condemns discrimination, 
racism, and racial injustice 
in our communities and in 
our Junior Leagues. Black 
women and other women of 
color have been systemically 
denied equity and inclusion in 
our economy, education, civic 
privileges, and responsibilities 
in the voluntary sector, 
including in the Junior 
League. As affirmed by our 
member Junior Leagues, we 
are accelerating our efforts 
to take action and advance 
definitive, measurable policies 
and practices that eliminate 
racism in our countries, our 
communities, and our Junior 
Leagues. When we do this, we 
unlock tremendous power for 
our communities and realize 
our vision of women around 
the world as catalysts for 
lasting change.

ACH and JLFW: 
Eight Years of Partnership
By Katie Matson

ACH Child and Family Services 
(ACH) and the Junior League of  
Fort Worth (JLFW) are entering their 
eighth year of partnership, and League 
volunteers are excited to continue serving 
ACH’s families to foster safety, hope,  
and love. 

ACH Child and Family Services provides 
a range of services aimed at assisting 
children, youth, and families in 
overcoming various life challenges. These 
challenges encompass a wide spectrum, 
including, but not limited to, issues such 
as death, divorce, physical and mental 
illnesses, addiction, homelessness, abuse, 
and juvenile offenses. ACH’s 
comprehensive services include crisis 
intervention, foster care, adoption, family 
support, residential programs, and 
community-based care, all designed to 

address the diverse needs of individuals 
and families facing these difficulties.

JLFW members will serve in the Robert 
and Jane Ferguson Residential Treatment 
Center (RTC) to support foster youth 
with behavioral and mental health 
challenges. Established in 2019, the  
RTC is the only one of its kind in Texas. 
Teens who suffer from neglect, trauma, 
abuse, and loss receive healing support 
through ACH Child and Family Services’ 
skilled treatment teams.

On Tuesday nights from September 
through May, League volunteers will 
engage in games, gardening, crafting,  
and themed nights to create joy for  
those in treatment. Allison Davis, ACH 
Project Development Chair, and her 
team are eager to begin serving in their 
roles. “Our group is really excited to 
meet the teenagers, build relationships, 
and make positive memories.” Members 

will also focus on creating a yearbook to 
document events and memories from  
the year.

Join us in wishing Erin Rodriguez, Jewel 
St. Louis, Kendall Shirey, and Allison 
Davis a wonderful year as they find joy 
in their service to ACH.

For more information about ACH Child 
and Family Services and the RTC, please 
visit achservices.org/programs/rtc/.
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Welcoming the
2023-2024 Provisional Class

By Lauren Nixon

THE JUNIOR LEAGUE OF FORT 
WORTH (JLFW) proudly welcomes the 
2023-2024 Provisional Class. These 141 
women, who comprise our largest ever 
Provisional class, bring an abundance of 
experience, energy, and gifts that will 
benefit our community.

As Provisional Assistant Co-Chairs in 
2022-2023, Sarah Barrera and Timesha 
Brown invested in recruitment, visiting 
networking events hosted by groups  
such as local chambers of commerce 
and women’s business and military 
organizations. This year, as Provisional 
Co-Chairs, they credited this investment 
with a record-setting number of 
applications and acceptances, and the 
enthusiasm of the Provisional Class.

community partners, League placements, 
and personal development topics. They 
will also recognize the Provisional 
leadership team with new Advisor of the 
Month and Advisor of the Year awards. 
As a former Advisor, Brown said she is 
very excited to celebrate the hard work  
of this important group who help the 
Provisional members succeed.

Barrera reflected on her time in the 
League, including placements she has 
completed and friendships she has made. 
“I think that’s what I’m most excited 
about – for these women to embark on 
that journey.” We wish the 2023-2024 
JLFW Provisional Class the best as they 
jump into their first League year.

During the May Provisional retreat, the 
women heard inspiring messages from 
JLFW Board Members and learned more 
about the obligations that will shape  
their year. Provisional leadership made  
a change this year, holding the retreat 
before the May General Membership 
Meeting, which helped the Provisional 
Members better understand and feel 
more welcome at their first all-Member 
event. This year, in addition to Junior 
MINTS, Provisional Members will assist 
with the Paint a Playground program and 
execute a philanthropy event in support 
of the JLFW Diaper Bank.

Brown and Barrera carefully designed  
the curriculum that will take the women 
through their Provisional year. Each 
Provisional meeting will highlight 

50 Years of Mayfest Fun
By Libby Maness

THIS YEAR, MAYFEST celebrated  
50 years of being the “biggest party in 
Fort Worth.” At its core, Mayfest is 
everything people love about Fort Worth: 
local musicians; home-grown business 
owners selling their products; food trucks 
with diverse cuisine; and families 
enjoying time together. The four-day 
event happens in Trinity Park each year. 

Since its inception, Trinity Collaborative 
Inc., the 501(c)(3) that produces 
Mayfest, has contributed more than  
$7.5 million into the Fort Worth 
community. Originally a collaboration 
between the Junior League of Fort Worth 
(JLFW), Streams and Valleys, the City  
of Fort Worth, and the Tarrant Regional 
Water District, Mayfest began in 1973 as 
a way to celebrate the revitalization of the 
Trinity River and surrounding parks after 
a devastating flood in 1949.

This year’s festival dazzled with seven 
stages, more than 150 tents, and 135 
vendors, all spanning 33 acres. While 
Mayfest is beautifully planned and 
executed by Trinity Collaborative, Inc., 
it’s the volunteers who make a difference 
during the event, and JLFW Members 
have been there since the very beginning.  

Despite the heat, JLFW volunteers 
showed up and helped however they 
could to make the event a success.  

This year’s Mayfest mascot was even 
brought to life by a JLFW volunteer.

“It’s so fun to work alongside like-
minded ladies who don’t mind getting 
their hands dirty and sweating – a lot – 
to give back to our community,” said 
Megan Quirk, Mayfest Central 
Committee Team Lead for 2022-2023. 

“Seeing everyone walk around and  
enjoy the weekend with their families  
is so rewarding.” 

The Mayfest team is already hard  
at work planning the 2024 festival. 
While they can’t share details yet, they 
know next year’s event will be one to 
remember. Start crossing your fingers 
now for good weather! 

“Seeing everyone 
walk around 
and enjoy the 
weekend with 
their families is 
so rewarding.”

 — Megan Quirk

PHOTO PROVIDED BY MAYFEST, INC.
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TAFB Junior MINTS School Pantry Project 

By Madeline Hunt

2023 MARKS THE TENTH YEAR of the Junior League of Fort Worth’s 
(JLFW) Junior MINTS program. Lesley Shaver, FWISD liaison, said, “We are thrilled 
that we have had the chance to grow and evolve to meet the needs of FWISD schools 
and our league volunteers.” The MINTS program will serve seven FWISD campuses 
this year, a major increase from just two in 2013. These include: Atwood McDonald 
Elementary School, Daggett Middle School, DeZavala Elementary School, Eastern 
Hills Elementary School, Maudrie M. Walton Elementary School, Western Hills 
Elementary School, and Young Women’s Leadership Academy (YWLA). 

Lesley is passionate about the MINTS program because, “Without our volunteers 
and MINTS budget, many of these schools would go without the things that make 
school pretty and memorable – fun bulletin boards and murals, family events such as 
father-daughter dances, author visits, and field trips.” Thanks to volunteers, chaperones 
for these events can be coordinated when parents are unable to make it. 

Last year, Provisionals updated the mural in Atwood McDonald Elementary’s gym.  
The school underwent a mascot change nine years ago, and the mural needed a refresh. 
Over the summer, Monica Grace, Junior MINTS School Coordinator, met with the 
principal and sketched out a rough draft of what the project would look like. Through 
the hard work of MINTS volunteers, the space was transformed and will have a lasting 
impact on the school building. Lesley says projects like these are the reason she hopes 
Active Members will come back to volunteer with the program. It is important to note 
that there are weekend and evening opportunities for those that cannot make normal 
business hours work.  

To learn more, please reach out to  
fwisd.liaison@juniorleaguefw.org.
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Sustaining Joys
By Ashleigh Herron

FEW THINGS IN LIFE provide  
the kind of joy that true friendship  
does. One of the unique experiences  
that comes from the Junior League of 
Fort Worth is the lifelong bonds formed 
between women working toward a 
common goal. Peggy Sims, Sustainer 
Chair, notes the “beauty of it” is the 
many friends she has made over the 
years. She even visits the Junior League 
office to dive into old issues of The 
Corral (now The Lariat) to document 
articles and photos to share on the 
Sustainer Facebook page. These walks 
down memory lane are so much fun 
and a wonderful reminder of the many 
incredible women who have made an 
impact in Fort Worth and the League.

The Junior League of Fort Worth  
boasts the largest dues-paying group  
of Sustainers in AJLI. Becoming a part  
of these nearly 1,200 women is truly  
an honor. Being a Sustaining Member  
is a wonderful way to continue service 
to the community and fellowship 

among friends, and the programming 
provides an easy transition and an 
introduction to the many activities the 
group provides throughout the year.  
From annual socials held in the fall and 
spring to the Day Book Club and 
quarterly birthday celebrations, this group 
knows how to have fun! Sustainer events 
and information can be found in the 
Member section of Digital Cheetah.

For more information on continuing  
your JLFW journey as a Sustainer, please 
contact Peggy Sims, at posims2002@
outlook.com.

Being a Sustaining Member is a wonderful way to continue 
service to the community and fellowship among friends.ONE LETTER. 

ENDLESS POSSIBILITIES.

All Saints’ Episcopal School of Fort Worth administers All Saints’ Episcopal School of Fort Worth administers 
its personnel, academic, extracurricular and tuition its personnel, academic, extracurricular and tuition 
assistance programs without regard to gender, race, assistance programs without regard to gender, race, 
religion, ethnicity or national origin.religion, ethnicity or national origin.

9700 Saints Circle9700 Saints Circle
Fort Worth, Texas 76108Fort Worth, Texas 76108

817.560.5700 817.560.5700 
aseschool.org/lariataseschool.org/lariat

Lariat.indd   1Lariat.indd   1 7/28/23   12:11 PM7/28/23   12:11 PM
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Little Leaguers Lend Helping Hands
By Katie Matson

AS THE LITTLE LEAGUERS PROGRAM enters its third year, Co-Chair  
Jessica Walsh is thrilled to engage more members and their “littles” in our community. 
Little Leaguers was the brainchild of Past President Elizabeth Knuckley, and 
many children, grandchildren, nieces, nephews, and neighbors of Members have 
participated in programming.

Little Leaguers have been hard at work this League year, already visiting The Ronald 
McDonald House of Fort Worth to learn more about their mission and provide a meal 
to families staying there. Little Leaguers were excited to see how their help impacted 
many RMHFW residents after a long day at the hospital.

In September, Little Leaguers met at Headquarters, in partnership with Christmas  
in Cowtown and the Diaper Bank. Attendees arrived with diaper donations in  
hand, 3,000 to be exact, to honor National Diaper Need Awareness Week  
(Sept. 18-24, 2023).

Spirited hands also helped decorate 
ornaments for the Diaper Bank tree at 
Christmas in Cowtown.

Looking ahead, Jessica and fellow 
Co-Chair, Corrine Quast, have more 
events planned. Jessica says, “Our goal  
is to teach these Little Leaguers the 
importance of giving back to our 
community at a young age.”

For information on upcoming Little 
Leaguers events, visit your Member 
homepage.

“Our goal is to teach these Little Leaguers the importance of giving back  
to our community at a young age.”  — Jessica Walsh

All aBoard 2023-2024 Class
Kicks Off the Year
By Katie Matson

2023-2024
COHORT

Jessica Altenberg
Mya Byrd

Cassie Corzo
Mary D’Alise

Morvarid DeFelice
Nicole Duvall

Jennifer Ferguson
Jeni Gleason

Danielle Hoefeld
Melissa Huffman

Leigh King
Lauren Lee

Meredith Lynch
Morgan Parker

Meg Plank
Natalie Platschka

Lesley Shaver
Connie Song
Valerie Todd

Ronnika Williams
Courtney Zak

Mackenzie Zwick

The 2023-24 CLASS of All aBoard 
kicked off their year on September 20. 
Cohort members heard from Robin 
Greenhaw, JLFW President, and Satoya 
Williams, Education Vice President.  
Dr. Deidra Turner, of TCC Trinity River 
Campus, facilitated the evening with a 
StrengthsFinder workshop, “Your 
Strengths, Your Story.”

Shay Gipson and Ashley Davis are  
this year’s All aBoard Training Co-Chairs. 
The cohort will meet monthly to learn 
more about the League and serving on 
non-profit boards across North Texas. 
Shay said, “We are looking forward to 
learning and growing with these great 
leaders!” 

Interested in participating? Look out for 
the application in May 2024!
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Spend a little more time 

on you. 

Doctors on the medical staffs practice independently and are not employees or agents of Texas Health hospitals or Texas Health Resources. © 2023 Texas Health Resources

Make time for your mammogram.
At Texas Health, we’re making it easier than ever to get your mammogram. With 17 locations throughout 

the Metroplex, our facilities are designed with your comfort and time in mind. Appointments typically last 

30 minutes or less, even with 3D mammograms. It’s not always easy to take time for yourself, but we’re 

here to help you that much more, so you can get back to what matters most. That’s how Texas Health 

cares more. 

Schedule your mammogram today. 
855-821-4034 
TexasHealth.org/BreastCare

The Joy of Giving

Meet the New 
Board of Directors
By Libby Maness

EACH JUNE, a group of determined, service-driven women come together as the 
Junior League of Fort Worth’s new Board of Directors. Led by Robin Greenhaw as 
President, these women bring their ideas, experience, passion, and leadership skills  
to gracefully lead Junior League of Fort Worth (JLFW) through a year of service.

These women embody what it means to be a woman of the League through their 
countless volunteer hours and tireless commitment to making the Fort Worth 
community a better place. Now that they’ve stepped into the role they will oversee  
the organization’s activities, assets and operations.

Beyond mere administration, the Board is tasked with maintaining the spirit of the  
JLFW’s overall Mission and Vision, and this year’s theme – Joy of Giving. “As I 
brainstormed ideas for a theme for the year, I kept circling back to how much joy  
it brings me to volunteer, to give back to others, to pour into other leaders and to  
help make a difference in our community,” Greenhaw said. 

Despite the negativity in the news today, she believes that finding the joy in service 
serves as a reminder of the positivity the members of Junior League bring to Fort Worth.  

This motto also serves to remind our 
Members of the reasons we joined the 
League in the first place.

“As much as we give to our community, 
we get back so much more in the form  
of joy,” Greenhaw said. 

She’s looking forward to living out this 
year’s theme with the talented and 
dynamic group of women serving on the 
Board of Directors. Each of them gives so 
much to the League, all while balancing 
careers, families, and other obligations. 
She knows members will be inspired by 
their servant leadership and their Joy  
of Giving.  
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gittings.com 817.732.2501 3124 West 5th Street

LITTLEST LEAGUERS
Our Growing Community

Emily and Bryan 
Delgado welcomed 
son Thomas Albert 
“Tad” on May 8, 
2023.

Thomas Albert Delgado

Laura and Jake 
Mitchell welcomed 
daughter Larkin Lea 
on June 7, 2023.

Larkin Lea Mitchell

Lauren and  
Matthew Lyster 
welcomed daughter 
Riley Josephine on 
April 10, 2023. 

Riley Josephine Lyster

Courtney and David 
Krauss, welcomed 
son Jack Barnes on 
May 9, 2023.

Jack Barnes Krauss

Shelby and Franklin 
Do welcomed son 
Bowen Rhys Loi Vu 
on May 8, 2023. 

Bowen Rhys Loi Vu Do

Stephanie and 
Andrew Gaska 
welcomed daughter 
Isla Grace on June 9, 
2023.

Isla Grace Gaska

Ashley and Drew 
Neill welcomed son 
James Andrew, Jr. on 
September 20, 2022.

James Andrew Neill, Jr.

Michaela Chicotsky, GRI
Global Real Estate Advisor   •   817-897-6757

mchicotsky@briggsfreeman.com   •   chicotsky.com

To my community, my 
fellow Junior League 

members and my clients. 
Whether you’re buying or 
selling, I’m here to guide 

you every step of the way.

Committed.

Local knowledge.
Global reach.

#ChooseChicotsky

Elizabeth and Will 
Northern welcomed 
daughter Linden 
Marie on May 12, 
2023.

Linden Marie Northern

Emily and Brax 
McCarthy welcomed 
son August Hugh on 
September 1, 2023.

August Hugh McCarthy

Gittings Spotlight
on Your Board of Directors

ROBIN GREENHAW
2023-2024 President 

Robin Greenhaw is this year’s President. Hailing from Hammond, LA, Robin moved  
to Texas to attend Texas A&M University and graduated with degrees in accounting 
and finance. After living in Dallas and New York City, she landed in Fort Worth 
as a result of a work relocation. In Fort Worth, she met her now husband, Pete, 
through mutual friends. Robin and Pete have two children, Pierce (8) and Poppy 
(6), and a West Highland Terrier named Piper. It’s fitting that Robin is serving as this 
year‘s League President as this is her tenth anniversary as a member. “My favorite 
placement has been Diaper Bank Co-Chair; I loved seeing the direct impact our 
League made on so many individuals and families. As a mother, the community’s 
diaper need struck a nerve. It was so fulfilling to be able to help others by providing 
them with basic essentials to keep their children healthy.” When asked what her 
favorite part of our League is, she says, “I am constantly awed by the commitment of 
our members and seeing their willingness to give their time and talents to others.”

ASHLEY HANSEN
2023-2024 Community Vice President

Ashley Hansen is this year’s Community Vice President. Originally from Keller, TX, 
she didn’t travel far to attend Texas Christian University. While there, she met her 
husband, Thomas, who was attending Texas Wesleyan University. Together they  
have a son, Oliver (4), and two dogs, Lily (5) and Thor (1). Ashley joined the League  
in 2009, and she particularly enjoyed her placement as Little Leaguers Co-Chair: 
“It’s so crucial that we instill the importance of giving back in our children at an early 
age. It is important to teach them they don’t have to wait to do great things – that’s 
exactly what this program does.”

SATOYA WILLIAMS
2023-2024 Education Vice President 

Satoya Williams is this year’s Education Vice President. Satoya is originally from 
Navasota, TX, and is happy to be in Fort Worth. Her Provisional year in the League, 
2013, still holds a special place in her heart: “My provisional year was my favorite! It 
laid a great foundation for my League experience and sparked my interest in the fight 
against human trafficking.” Satoya believes that the Junior League of Fort Worth is 
unique because it intends to train and develop women. “The lifelong friendships I’ve 
developed and our impact on the community have been so rewarding. I hope each 
member can experience this in some way.”

Life in the League continued on page 19
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“Each year it is 
consistently the 
largest fundraiser 
for the League, 
raising more than  
$7 million over the 
last 16 years.”

 — Kendall Riddell

Mindy Hollan, 
Associate Director  
of Housing at Texas 
Christian University, 
on winning the  
Chancellor’s Staff 
Award for  
Outstanding Service.

Life in the League
CONGRATULATIONS

Glenda Diaz on 
her nomination as 
one of Fort Worth 
Hispanic Chamber 
of Commerce’s 50 
Emerging Leaders.

Rachel Navejar 
Phillips on her 
nomination as 
one of Fort Worth 
Hispanic Chamber 
of Commerce’s 50 
Emerging Leaders.

Chelsi McLarty  
Cottle on her  
inclusion in the  
Top Attorneys  
2023 Awards from 
360West Magazine 
and Fort Worth  
Magazine.

Natalie Bowen on 
her promotion  
to Director of  
Development at  
the Gladney Center 
for Adoption.

June: Shannon Holley
Fort Worth Drowning  
Prevention Team Lead

July: Jenna Conan Simpson
Training Committee Member

August: Kathleen Corby
Placement Secretary

September: Logan Carr
Justin’s Place  

Project Development Chair

July: Kari Teigen
Training Committee Member

Cassie Schmidt on 
the start of her new  
company, Vanda 
Sport Horses LLC, 
and on her recent 
performance at the 
Texas Dressage  
Fall Classic. Cassie 
competed in FEI 

Intermediate I with Drum Master and 
USDF Fourth Level Test 3 with Invictus 
– and won both.

Lisa Schuessler on 
her promotion to 
Chief Development  
Officer at the  
Gladney Center  
for Adoption.THE JUNIOR LEAGUE OF FORT 

WORTH was built on tradition, and one 
of the most beloved, Christmas in 
Cowtown, returned October 12-15, 
2023. Shoppers flocked to Will Rogers 
Memorial Center in the Amon G. Carter, 
Jr. Exhibits Hall to check off items on 
their holiday shopping lists while 
supporting agencies that impact women, 
children, and families in our community. 
Approximately 250 merchants came from  
all over the country, and Christmas in 
Cowtown Co-Chairs Amanda Patyk and 
Kendall Riddell were especially excited 
to showcase Fort Worth’s home-grown 
talent during the Market. Both the 
Preview Party and Private Shopping 
Experience featured catering from 
Magdalena’s and entertainment from 
local musicians.

Guests at this year’s Market enjoyed 
decorations in a southern holiday theme 
that incorporated traditional elements of 
the Christmas season. Blue and white 
ginger jars, greenery, and red bows served 
as the aesthetic inspiration. Patyk and 
Riddell shaped this year’s theme with a 

nod to Sustaining Advisor and Christmas 
in Cowtown inaugural Co-Chair,  
Sandra Tuomey.

“We really wanted to bring to the 
forefront the tradition and elegance that 
Christmas in Cowtown was founded on,” 
Patyk said. Patyk and Riddell are greatly 
appreciative of the CIC committee and 
the more than 500 volunteers whose hard 
work made this year’s Market a success. 
“It’s neat to see the collective effort that 
comes together in order to get this off the 
ground. Each year it is consistently the 
largest fundraiser for the League, raising 
more than $7 million over the last  
16 years,” Riddell shared. Look for  
photos from the Market in the next issue 
of the Lariat!

A Beloved Tradition
By Lauren Nixon

continued from page 17
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Join & volunteer today at gs-top.org

When you see the world through her 
eyes, it’s more vibrant than ever.  Get 
the whole family involved for a year 
of fun and extraordinary memories 
that will last a lifetime!

© 2021 Girl Scouts of the USA. All Rights Reserved.

Your Year of

Fun

✓ Make s’mores around a campfire.  

Explore a state park with your troop.

Bring a smile to someone’s face.

✓
✓
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Snapshots continued from page 3

MEMBERSHIP VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT  April 22, 2023 – August 25, 2023

TRANSFER IN
Cheryl Behrmann S
JL Midland

Lauren Darby A
JL Austin

Rachel Denn A
JL Dallas

Shanna Garcia S
JL Dallas

Amber Gentry A
JL Oklahoma City

Sabine Jacobson A
JL Lubbock

Krystle Jimenez P
JL Norfolk-Virginia Beach

Elizabeth Negron A
JL New York City

Ashley Robb A
JL Midland

Courtney Senter A
JL Dallas

Julie Speck A
JL Salt Lake City

Monika Vaughn P
JL Houston

TRANSFER OUT
Tamara Albury S
JL Houston 

Holland Ayres
JL Dallas

Lauren Brandon A
JL Boston

Elizabeth Constant P
JL Houston

Elyse Robinson A
JL Kansas City

Jasmin Williams A
JL Huntsville

REINSTATE
Sherry Choate S
Traci Ellinwood S
Sidney Goodfriend S
Kimberly Heiskell S
Heather Hix S
Christina Rangel- 
    Bautista A

CONDOLENCE
Carol Anderson S
Loss of Brother

Susanna Bartolomei S
Loss of Father

Peggy Brotherton S
Loss of Mother

Kathleen Carter A
Loss of Mother

Liz Confiliano S
Loss of Grandfather

Kim Darden S
Loss of Aunt

Peggy Diebel S
Loss of Father-in-Law

Gretchen Diebel 
Schmidt A
Loss of Grandfather

Tina Gorski S
Loss of Husband

Patsy Haley S
Loss of Husband

Keri Hickman
Loss of Father

Our Commitment  
to Diversity and Inclusion
The Junior League welcomes all women 
who value our Mission. We are committed 
to inclusive environments of diverse indi-
viduals, organizations, and communities.

Brenda Leonard S
Loss of Mother-in-Law

Leslie Milan Johnson S
Loss of Father

Gail Rawl S
Loss of Sister-in-Law

IN MEMORY
Glynda Coffey
Sustainer

Aura Recuero-Little 
Active
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The Junior League of Fort Worth is an organization  
of women committed to promoting voluntarism, 
developing the potential of women, and improving 
communities through the effective action and 
leadership of trained volunteers. Its purpose is 
exclusively educational and charitable. 

Today the JLFW comprises approximately 2,000 
members and is part of The Association of Junior 
Leagues International, Inc. (AJLI) which constitutes 
one of the largest, most effective volunteer 
organizations in the world. For more information, 
please visit juniorleaguefw.org.


